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EMBASSY OF JAPAN IN THE REPUBLIC OF THE FIJI ISLANDS
http://www.fj.-emb-japan.go.jp

The President of the Republic of the Fiji Islands, H.E. Ratu Epeli Nailatikau, The Prime Minister of the Republic of the Fiji Islands, Commodore Josaia Voreqe Bainimarama, Fellow Members of the Diplomatic Corps, Distinguished Guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I wish to convey my warmest greetings to everyone and Ni sa bula, Namaste!

Thank you for joining us tonight to celebrate the 77th birthday of His Majesty The Emperor of Japan. In Japan, 77th birthday is considered a day for special celebration. When you write seventy-seven in a cursive style or in a running style of Chinese characters, the writing resembles a character which means ‘rejoice’. Accordingly, 77th birthday is considered a day to rejoice. I hope that all of you here tonight will join us in rejoicing this occasion, as His Majesty celebrates his 77th birthday on 23rd of December.
Talking about the birthday, many of you, of course, are well aware that Fiji has just celebrated the 40th anniversary of its independence in October of this year. But as I indicated on invitation cards for today’s function, this year also marks the 40th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic ties between Japan and Fiji, as Japan established diplomatic relations with Fiji immediately after its independence.

Over these 40 years, Japan and Fiji have developed very close relations. In 2009, Fiji’s Exports to Japan amounted some 64 million Fijian dollars, and imports from Japan reached some 82 million Fijian dollars. Some 15,000 Japanese visited Fiji in 2009. Japanese mining firms are currently engaged in exploration of copper in Namosi area together with an Australian mining company. If that leads to a commercial production, Japanese investment to Fiji and Fiji’s exports to Japan will be substantially increased.

Japan’s development assistance to Fiji has been also substantial. In the past 40 years, Japan helped Fiji in getting a pediatric ward at the CWM Hospital, an observation and forecasting system at the Fiji Meteorological Services and marine study facilities at USP, to name a few. More recently, Japan has been helping USP in expanding its ICT center, through Fiji’s Government, following the successful completion of phase one of that project, earlier this year.

Currently, JICA is helping Lautoka City Council and Nadi Town Council in waste management. Key word here is 3Rs. That means Reduce, Recycle and Reuse. JICA also recently launched initiatives for community preparedness for river floods and other disasters in the Ba River Basin. 
Also, some 58 JICA expert and volunteers are currently working in Fiji in various areas. On the other hand, some 59 Fijians participated in JICA training program held in Japan’s fiscal year 2010 alone.
One should not forget that, by now, some 122 Fiji nationals have studied in Japan under the Japanese Government Scholarship Program, including 30 who are currently studying in Japan. Also, on 3rd-5th February of next year, the “Ship for World Youth” will be visiting Suva with around 300 young people from 12 countries, including some 10 Fijian youth, on board. 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish for yet enhanced interactions, as Japan and Fiji enter their 41st year of diplomatic relations.


Now I wish to briefly touch upon Japan’s relations with Pacific Island Countries.
Japan considers its relationship with Pacific Island Countries very important and has strengthened partnership with these countries over the years. Key-phrase here is Equal Partnership.

Since 1997, Japan has been hosting Japan-Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting or PALM, every three years. On 16th October 2010, PALM Ministerial Interim Meeting was held in Tokyo, in order to review the implementation of the outcome of PALM 5 held in 2009 and to consider issues to be discussed at PALM 6 to be held in 2012. This meeting was the first attempt in the PALM process, for ministers to meet in between the Leaders Meting, held every three years. Fiji’s Foreign Minister Ratu Kubuabola was present at PALM Ministerial Interim Meeting.

At the PALM Ministerial Interim Meeting, Japan’s Foreign Minister Maehara explained points to be worked upon towards next PALM leaders meeting or PALM 6 including Japan’s intention to reinvigorate high-level/political level visits from Japan to Pacific Island Countries. 
He also highlighted Japan’s intention to enhance People-to-People exchange. In doing so, he mentioned the possibility of expanding the JET (Japan Exchange and Teaching) Program to Pacific Island Countries. In the JET Program, Japan invites young people from overseas as teaching assistants for language education at secondary schools. I hope that, once the JET program is extended to include Fiji, many Fijian young people will consider joining the program.

Now, let me propose a toast to rejoice the 77the birthday of His Majesty the Emperor of Japan, to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic ties between Japan and Fiji, to wish a happy holiday season and to wish for the good health of all of us present here tonight.

Kampai!


Thank you, Vinaka Vakalevu and Dhanyavoaadh

THE END.
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